
All poems are due    

COUPLET POEM (narrative style)

1. Recall a story from your life or that of 

someone you know.

2. Narrate the story (from 1st person point 

of view) in at least 7 couplets.

3. Make sure your couplets have uniform rhythm and various end rhymes.

No more than 1 half rhyme!

4. Don’t forget to TITLE your poem!

in a portfolio w/an epitaph* & name on the cover.

FREE VERSE POEM (lyric style)






1. Choose a phrase to repeat throughout 

the poem (see suggestions below or write    your own).

2. Use at least one example of figurative language in each stanza (metaphor, simile, etc.)
3. Don’t forget to TITLE your poem!

Suggestions for “Just Because” poem’s starting lines:

· Just because I wear a hat…

· Just because I am a teenager …

· Just because I am loud/quiet …

· Just because I am smart …

· Just because I play soccer/basketball/
football/baseball…

· Just because I play an instrument …

· Just because I can sing …

· Just because I am blond …

· Just because I have good/bad grades …

· Just because I like rap …

· Just because I like to eat …

· Just because I wear dark clothing …
· Just because I don’t read …

· Just because I like/don’t like school…

*Epitaph: see epitaph examples on the last page before you write one for the Poetry Portfolio cover  
SHAPE (concrete) POEM



(do NOT use lined paper!)


1. Choose an aspect of nature (“nature theme”), 

   such as rain, snow, or trees. Veggies and animals 

   are part of nature, too! Choose a shape that can 

   represent it and outline its shape lightly with a 

   pencil (should cover at least half of a page).

2. Describe the chosen aspect of nature poetically 

    (using figurative language) in free verse form.

3. Utilize at least 3 figures of speech (simile, 

    metaphor, personification, hyperbole) or 

    language devices (alliteration, assonance,  

    onomatopoeia). Underline these in your poem.

4. Erase the pencil outline once you are done with 

    the poem, so that only the words shape your 

    poem (make sure the words are positioned 

    horizontally). 

Remember to TITLE your poem!

“Falling Water” (sample shape poem)


High up from the hard cliff
I come crashing down in

   a splendid white cascade,

     clothed  in a mist-like spray
       gushing, roaring and plunging
       steeply down the hill, eroding,

       gnawing the soft rocks, carving

       out a vertical fall deep, deep into

       the plunge pool, to flow calmly 
       thence as if I never fell. You may

       find me terrifying or majestic and 
      awe-inspiring. I must confess I am just 
     a        w     a     t     e     r     f     a     l    l.

ACROSTIC poem (free verse, rhyme & rhythm are optional): 

1. Choose one of the common idioms below or another you may know. 

2. Make sure it has at least 8 letters in length (you can turn it into a longer phrase if it doesn’t). 

3.   Spell it out vertically on the left. 



(see examples in class)

4.   Now, describe the situation in which the idiom will make sense by starting each line of your   

      poem with the appropriate letter. Your lines may vary in length but they should NOT be all short.

5.   Keep the poem in LANDSCAPE (horizontal) format on the left. Illustrate the idiom on the right. Computer use is acceptable. Don’t forget to title your poem!

Ace up Your Sleeve 

  At the End of Your Rope 

Bark Up the Wrong Tree 

Bury the Hatchet

  Cry Wolf 



Eating Out of Your Hand 

Fair-Weather Friend 

  Off the Hook 


Go Fly a Kite 

Have a chip on your shoulder   Go up in smoke 


Twist someone’s arm 
Call it a day 


  Get cold feet 



Burn your bridges 

In the bag 


  It’s Raining Cats and Dogs

Piece of cake
LIMERICKS: Write TWO limericks about anything silly (with rhyme scheme AABBA)
Examples:
I once knew a bee on a clover



The schools we have now are scary



Who ran honey business; moreover


The students are no longer merry,




She always made sure




They whine and complain,




The honey was pure,




“This school is insane!”



So customers came from all over.


and do things that are unnecessary.
Poetry Portfolio Grading Rubric


Name 






6
Folder Cover (your name, your EPITAPH, and the word “Poetry” clearly visible)

10
LYRIC or COUPLET poem (check all the requirements)

10
Concrete (SHAPE) poem or ACROSTIC poem (w/idiom illustration)
10
2 LIMERICKS (w/correct rhyme scheme and syllable count)
4
Neat, presentable (not on lined paper), and bound together (or stapled)
40 pts.
TOTAL


Poetry Recital Rubric (extra credit)

due 




Poetry Recital = 10 points (16+ lines)

Memorization: no stumbling

   4 points

Presentation: enthusiasm, volume/inflection, 


and appropriate gestures

   6 points
EPITAPH examples:

STUDENT…

I never wished to be underground

I can’t say a word, can’t hear a sound.

Since these are my last words, I guess I should make them witty.

So don’t dig me up, because trust me, it won’t be pretty.

Mrs. Gerhardt

I’ve always taught others how to live

I guess now there’s nothing more to give.

Funny example: Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake

  He stepped on the gas instead of the brake.
POETRY assignments for the Poetry Unit





    	


 “A Memorable Game” (sample couplet poem) 				(narrative)


  Knees bent, and arms out,


  I’m trying hard not to shout,


	I see the ball coming over the net..


	I got this, no doubt. You want to bet?


  Extending myself as far as I can,


  I make a save aiming for Jan.


	That’s when she pops it up in the air.


	Jan is good; no one can compare.


  And then I jump and smack it hard,


  All the players are caught off guard.


	We high five each other and check the score


	Gathering as a team on the gym floor.


  Listen to me, everyone, when I say


  This was our game; this was our day!





OR





    	


“Two Sides of Me” (sample poem w/repetition) 				(lyric)





Just because I am tall and strong like an oak tree	


Doesn’t mean I’m not afraid sometimes		


Doesn’t mean basketball is my favorite sport	


Doesn’t mean I can’t look up to others		


Just because I am tall and strong on the outside	


Doesn’t mean I can’t be hurt on the inside	





Just because I can talk your head off		


Doesn’t mean I like to participate in class	


Doesn’t mean I’m a troublemaker		


Doesn’t mean presenting is my strength		


Just because I can talk nonstop sometimes	


Doesn’t mean I don’t like to be quiet and alone	





Just because I don’t smile at you		


Doesn’t mean I’m upset or just feeling blue	


Doesn’t mean negativity is my thing		


Doesn’t mean you need to be afraid or worried	


Just because I didn’t smile at you as you passed	


Doesn’t mean I don’t know how				








OR








