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Analyzing Poetry (for repetition, symbolism, tone, & theme)
Repetition: A repetitive combination of lines or stanzas. Sometimes it is referred to as pattern (auditory/ visible repetition). Symbol: an object that is given additional deeper meaning, different from its literal one. Tone: the attitude of a writer/poet toward the subject or audience. Theme: a poem’s subject is the topic of the poem, or what the poem is about, while the theme is its underlying message, or “big idea” that the poem expresses about the subject or uses the subject to explore. (( Add these to your notes!)
( Read “The Power of a Smile”, “I Cry”, “If”, and “The Lockless Door”; then answer questions that follow in the space provided.









“The Power of a Smile”     and     “I Cry”    by Tupac Shakur
The power of a gun can kill

and the power of fire can burn

the power of wind can chill

and the power of a mind can learn

the power of anger can rage

inside until it tears you apart

but the power of a smile

especially yours can heal a frozen heart






Sometimes when I’m alone

I Cry, cause I am on my own.

The tears I cry are bitter and warm.

They flow with life but take no form

I Cry because my heart is torn.

I find it difficult to carry on.

If I had an ear to confide in,

I would cry among my treasured friends,

but who do you know that stops that long

to help another carry on.

The world moves fast and it would rather pass by.

Than to stop and see what makes one cry,

so painful and sad.

And sometimes…

I Cry and no one cares about why.

1. Highlight repetition in “The Power of a Smile.” Circle a word that indicates a shift in the poem’s tone.
2. What theme is presented in lines 7-11 of “I Cry”? 





















3. Underline the two figurative descriptions of the “heart” in both poems. What does the first one suggest? 





























 4. How is the second figurative description different from the first? 

































“If” by Rudyard Kipling (abridged version)
Bottom of Form

If you can keep your head when all about you   

    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,   

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,

    But make allowance for their doubting too;   

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,

    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;
   

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;   

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:

…

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,   

Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,   

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,   

And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

5. What is repeated in “If”? 










 
6. Choose any two themes (messages/lessons) Kipling covers in his poem and explain how he addresses them (with specific evidence).
“The Lockless Door” by Robert Frost
It went many years,
But at last came a knock,
And I thought of the door
With no lock to lock.

I blew out the light,
I tip-toed the floor,
And raised both hands
In prayer to the door.

But the knock came again.
My window was wide;
I climbed on the sill
And descended outside.

Back over the sill
I bade a ‘Come in’
To whatever the knock
At the door may have been.

So at a knock
I emptied my cage
To hide in the world
And alter with age. 
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7. What happens to the narrator in “The Lockless Door”? 													


																				





8. Consider the fact that Robert Frost (the poet) was afraid of the dark. 


What words in the poem could symbolize that fear? Explain your answer.   																														 





9. Does he overcome the fear in the poem? Provide evidence. 																						


										








