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Poetry Analysis: Content and Structure 

Read and annotate the poem below (3+ good annotations). Highlight/underline words that describe the two things compared in the poem. Answer the questions that follow.
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FUELED

by Marcie Hans

Fueled

by a million

man-made

wings of fire—

5
the rocket tore a tunnel

through the sky—

and everybody cheered.

Fueled

only by a thought from God—

10
the seedling 

urged its way 

through thicknesses of black—

and as it pierced

the heavy ceiling of the soil—

15
and launched itself

up into outer space—

no 

one

even

20
clapped.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. What two things are compared in this poem? 







2. What words describe the rocket and what do they suggest (tone: the writer’s attitude towards it)? 


























3. What difference is there between the way people regard the two things compared here?

Read and annotate the poem “Uncoiling” on the next page (3+ good annotations). Notice the prevalence of one figure of speech. Highlight/underline words or phrases that demonstrate the use of this figure of speech. Answer the questions that follow.
4. What figure of speech does Pat Mora use extensively in “Uncoiling”? 




5. Provide specific evidence that supports the implied theme of power in this poem (at least two). 
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UNCOILING

by Pat Mora

With thorns, she scratches

         on my window, tosses her hair dark with rain, 


     snares lightning, cholla
, hawks, butterfly




swarms in the tangles.

5
She sighs clouds,

        head thrown back, eyes closed, roars







  and rivers leap,

boulders retreat like crabs

into themselves.

10
She spews gusts and thunder,

       spooks pale women who scurry to



   lock doors, windows

  

when her tumbleweed skirt starts its spin.

They sing lace lullabies

15
        so their children won’t hear



    her uncoiling




through her lips, howling




        leaves off trees, flesh





     off bones, until she becomes

20
sound, spins herself

        to sleep, sand stinging her ankles,



      whirring into her raw skin like stars.




-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
6. What is Mora suggesting about the tornado (mood)? 






7. What do you notice about the physical structures of both poems (“Fueled” and “Uncoiling”)?

8. What shape could the poem below possibly take? 







    Draw the shape in the space on the right.
“The Rose That Grew From Concrete” – Tupac Shakur

Did you hear about the rose that grew
from a crack in the concrete?
Proving nature’s law is wrong it
learned to walk without having feet.
Funny it seems, but by keeping its dreams,
it learned to breathe fresh air.
Long live the rose that grew from concrete
when no one else ever cared.
� Cholla – n. spiny shrub found in the southwestern United States and Mexico.





