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Vocabulary & Grammar Exercise for Cyrano 

Directions: Insert a colon or a semicolon where necessary (see the list of rules on the back). Fill 
in the blanks with words off Cyrano reference lists (cultural and French). The definitions 
are provided in parentheses. NOTE: One sentence needs a colon AND a semicolon. The 
last sentence does NOT need any additional punctuation.
1st sentence is an EXAMPLE.
1. In the 17th century Paris, people of higher status had personal servants ;  a wealthy lady would have a          duenna          (lady servant), while a rich nobleman would have a            lackey     
 (male servant).

2. Gascons were impetuous fighters, who used __________________ (two-edged swords) in duels nowadays, fencers use __________________ (fencing swords) that are less dangerous.
3. In French, you need to address people with one of the following Madam, Mademoiselle, or __________________ (Mister).

4. At some point in history, these were the smallest money amounts penny in America, pfennig in Germany, and ___________________ (old French coin) in France.

5. A ___________________ (a gallant man; gentleman) of 17th century France would not leave his house without a ___________________ (close-fitting jacket) and a __________________ (laced collar) on certain occasions, he would add a _________________ (feather) to his hat.

6. In America today, a burger is something that can satisfy your hunger in 17th century France, a ___________________ (citizen) can have a hunger of his own that would need to be satisfied.

7. These are a couple of French words you would need to know to be polite with your friends ________________ (thank you) and ________________ (greetings).
8. This is the increasing rank order of French nobility Baron, _______________ (nobleman below a count), Count, _________________ (nobleman above a count), and Duke.

9. After a musketeer or a _______________ (military student) issued a “challenge” to another man by throwing a glove in his face, he would take his sword out of its __________________ (sheath) then, they would duel.
10. Today, we turn a page in the book to read a story in 17th century France, a _______________ (knight’s attendant) could tell you a story himself.

11. I had a _____________________ (date) at 11 30 with one of my favorite actors our meeting turned into an ____________________ (unusual experience) since we kept daring each other.

12. ________________! (There you are!) You’ve come to the end of this page!
Rules for Colon and Semicolon Use:

1. The phrase that comes BEFORE the COLON has to be a complete sentence. 

Wrong ( The four aspects are: jobs, training, connection to English, and interesting facts.

Right ( Steroids can be explored in four areas: history, language, schooling, and jobs.

2. Colons are also used in time notations. 

Ex ( 9:45
12:00 

3. Use a SEMICOLON to connect two complete sentences. 

Wrong ( Use of steroids can be quite harmful; because a teenager’s body is not yet fully

developed.

Right ( Use of steroids can be quite harmful; moreover, some of the effects can become 
permanent.

(no semicolon) ( Use of steroids can be quite harmful because a teenager’s body is not 
yet fully developed.

Vocabulary for Act I (off the Reference list/bookmark)
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words from the Act I Vocabulary list. Refer to synonyms in parentheses for clues.

13. My little brother was ___________________ (clumsy) as he ate with a fork for the first time.

14. I had to demonstrate how to use the fork and the knife ____________________ (skillfully).

15. His ___________________ (tiny) fingers could barely hold the knife, yet his posture was 
_____________________ (perfect).

16. He moved the heavy knife __________________ (in a heavy manner), and it looked as if he 
wanted to ________________ (deflect) someone’s invisible attack.
17. My old boss is such a _______________ (show off). He thinks too much of what he wears.

18. Often his ____________________ (friendliness) is saccharine and repulsive.

19. I feel ____________________ (wretched) after spending even a few minutes in his company.

20. One minute he is ________________ (too casual); another, he acts ___________________. 











(concerned)
21. All in all, he is an ___________________ (stupid person).

Directions: Choose any THREE vocabulary words that have not been used in the sentences above and use them in a sentence. You may write 1-3 sentences to use these three words. 

     Bonus: See if you can use a semicolon or a colon appropriately in one of the sentences!
