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FORMAL WRITING ABOUT LITERATURE!!!

A strong essay has an introduction, which catches the reader’s attention and identifies the topic of the essay; a body (two or more paragraphs), which proves or reinforces the thesis using supportive evidence; and a conclusion, which sums up or expands what has been said, without repeating statements made in the introduction and body paragraphs. 

The INTRODUCTION should catch the reader’s attention, give necessary back-ground, and establish a tone for your essay. In literary essays, the author and title of the text are included. A clear and well-written thesis is the key to a quality essay. The thesis often (but not always) comes at the end of the paragraph and clearly responds to the essay question. Consider the following in writing your hook/opener:

· begin with a quotation, 

(   begin with a startling fact,


· begin with a common saying,
(   begin with an analogy, or

· begin with a universal idea,

(   begin with a question.

The BODY consists of the middle paragraphs. Each contains a sentence that develops an element of your thesis (topic sentence), supporting examples (evidence), and analysis (your thoughts/explanation of evidence). Make connections to thesis in your analysis. Each body paragraph needs to end with a concluding sentence.
The CONCLUSION gives your writing a finished feeling and answers the “So what?” question your reader may have after reading your essay. It neither includes evidence nor repeats lines from your paper. It should do most of the following:

· sum up ideas by rephrasing them,

· reflect on the way your essay topic goes beyond the book, 

· illustrate the novel’s value or significance,

· make predictions, 
and/or
· connect back to your hook/opener
A well-organized essay’s characteristics are formed as follows:

           Introduction

                 THESIS 



    BODY


   Conclusion
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7 Sins of Writing in Analytical (Formal) Essays
#1. DO NOT refer to yourself in your essay. Avoid using “I”, “we”, “you”, and 
other forms of these pronouns. Instead, utilize the objective “one” or “the 
reader”/ “audience”. 

#2. AVOID contractions in formal analytical writing. Write out the words 
(would not) instead of contracting them (wouldn’t) unless it is part of a cited 
quotation.

#3. STICK to PRESENT TENSE in your essay. Even when you describe 
something that already happened in the book, use present tense to do that. 
The only exception to this rule is when you are providing real, historical 
information that has already taken place.

#4. TITLE your essay well. You might need to give this one some thought, but 
your title needs to be catchy and original. Do not just copy the title of the 
book or the name of the character.

#5. USE SOPHISTICATED vocabulary and AVOID REPETITION. Make 
thesaurus your “friend” during the writing process. Add value to your 
writing by choosing “expensive” words instead of the “cheap” ones (
#6. SUPPORT your analysis with RELEVANT EVIDENCE. Do not assume 
the reader will make connections on his/her own or simply offer a quote that 
mentions the chosen character. Provide clear, specific, relevant evidence for 
all the inferences/arguments in your essay.
#7. INTEGRATE chosen quotes/passages into your writing. No free-standing 

quotes! Use brackets ([…]) to change past tense or vague pronouns.
Humorous Rules for Writers (watch out for irony!)
1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects.

2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.

3. And don’t start a sentence with a conjunction.

4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.

5. Avoid clichés like the plague. (They’re old hat.)

6. Be more or less specific.

7. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary.

8. Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies.

9. No sentence fragments.

10. Don’t use no double negatives.

11. Proofread carefully to see if you any words out.

